MEN & WOMENS ROLES
By Pastor Jim Marisch
The roles for men and women have been twisted by our culture to such an extent that they are unrecognizable from their Biblical roots. The expectations and responsibilities recognized in the Scriptures and lived out in relationships work perfectly for todays men and women. We as a culture need to return to the mandates for responsibilities contained in the Bible to have successful relationships.
MAN'S ROLE:

What is the role of the man?

BIBLICALLY – THE NUMBER #1 ROLE OF THE MAN IS TO BE A COMPANION TO HIS WIFE.
 COMPANION:  Gen 2:18 Then the LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him."

1.  It is not good that he should be alone.



a.  There is an incompleteness.


2.  Priority  belongs to the wife.



a.  Love your wives.(Eph.5:25-33)


b.  Do not be harsh with your wife. (Col. 3:19)



c.  Be considerate of your wife. (1 Pet.3:7)



d.  Treat your wife with respect. (1 Pet.3:7)
1 Peter 3:7 You husbands likewise, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with a weaker vessel, since she is a woman; and grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered. 

 HEAD:  Gen. 3:16; 1 Cor.11:3; 1 Tim.2:12; 


THIS IS THE CHAIN OF PROTECTION: like umbrellas over the head.


a. God



b. Christ



c. Man



d. Woman

GOD AND JESUS CHRIST NEVER MOVE – BUT MEN AND WOMEN CAN MOVE OUT FROM UNDER THE UMBRELLA OF PROTECTION THAT JESUS PROVIDES OVER THE MAN BY HIS SACRIFICIAL WORK
THE WEIGHT AND AFFECT OF SIN HAS BEEN TAKEN BY JESUS AND A MAN AND WOMAN WHO STAY UNDER HIS PROTECTION ARE BLESSED
THIS IS NOT A DETERMINATION OF WORTH OR VALUE.

IT IS A COMMAND OF POSITION.

1 Tim 2:11-15

11 Let a woman quietly receive instruction with entire submissiveness. 12 But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet. 13 For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve. 14 And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman being quite deceived, fell into transgression. 15 But women shall be preserved through the bearing of children if they continue in faith and love and sanctity with self-restraint. 

2.  MAN HAS THE ACCOUNTABILITY FOR THE FAMILY


a.  God comes to the man to give an account for what has happened in the family (Gen. 3:9; Ro. 5:12)
3.  MAN IS THE SPIRITUAL LEADER.



a.  Josh 24:15

 15 And if it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD." 

JOSHUA DECIDES FOR THE FAMILY – THERE IS NO VOTING – THERE IS NO MAJORITY RULE- HE IS THE HEAD UNDER GOD AND MUST MAKE THE ULTIMATE DECISIONS FOR THE FAMILY
PROVIDER:  Gen.2:15, 1 Tim.5:8.

1 Tim 5:8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever. 

1.  The man is required to provide for his family.


a.  He does the Job God has called him to do.


b.  He works hand in hand with God. (Gen.2:8,15)

Gen 2:8 And the LORD God planted a garden toward the east, in Eden; and there He placed the man whom He had formed. 9 And out of the ground the LORD God caused to grow every tree that is pleasing to the sight and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
Gen 2:15 Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it.

2.  Work is never to be our FOCUS.

a.  Our provision comes from God – the job is the means that God uses to bless us.

b.  We are the managers of the resources that we are entrusted with. 

PROTECTOR:  Gen. 3:6,17; Mt. 12:29

 Matt 12:29 "Or how can anyone enter the strong man's house and carry off his property, unless he first binds the strong man? And then he will plunder his house.  

1.  MAN IS TO PROTECT HIS FAMILY AND NOT BE BOUND AND TIED BY SINS


a.  From Satan, demons.



b.  From the World.



c.  From themselves.

2.  MAN MUST BE STRONG TO BE THE PROTECTOR; 
Eph 6:10 Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might. 11 Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 

OUR STRENGTH COMES FROM THE LORD – IN THE LORD – THROUGH THE LORD
WE CAN BE THE MAN GOD CALLS US TO BE – WE CAN SUCCEED IN THE ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES GOD GIVES US THROUGH THE SCRIPTURES

Phil 4:13 I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.

WOMAN'S ROLE:
What is the woman's role in a marriage? AS A WIFE – AS A MOTHER
COMPANION:  Gen 2:18 Then the LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him." 

1.  She is the COMPANION to her husband to offset lonliness.



a.  Not the boss.



b.  Not to her boss, if she is employed outside the home.



c.  Not to her parents.



d.  Not to her children.



e.  Not to her friends.

SUPPORT:  Gen. 2:18. . . . I will make him a helper suitable for him." 


1.  She is a HELPER to her husband- to come alongside the man assisting him to do the work that God has called him to do.


a.  To work side by side.



b.  Does not criticize, put down or ridicule.



c.  Does encourage, edify and build up.


2.  She MANAGES the home. 1 Tim 5:14-15

14 Therefore, I want younger widows to get married, bear children, keep house, and give the enemy no occasion for reproach; 



a.  Cleanliness



b.  Meals



c.  Children



d.  Teaching. 

 NURTURER:  Gen.3:20; 1 Tim 5:14.


1.  The woman will bear children.

1 Tim 5:14 Therefore, I want younger widows to get married, bear children, keep house, and give the enemy no occasion for reproach; 

CREATOR OF BEAUTY:

1.  The greatest beauty women create is Children.


2.  Home- ladies have a tendency to turn a house into a home.
Ps 127:3 Behold, children are a gift of the LORD; The fruit of the womb is a reward. 4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, So are the children of one's youth. 

Ps 128:3 Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine, Within your house, Your children like olive plants Around your table.  4 Behold, for thus shall the man be blessed Who fears the LORD. 

Matt 19:13 Then some children were brought to Him so that He might lay His hands on them and pray; and the disciples rebuked them. 14 But Jesus said, "Let the children alone, and do not hinder them from coming to Me; for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these."  15 And after laying His hands on them, He departed from there. 

1 Thess 2:7 But we proved to be gentle among you, as a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children .

1 Tim 2:15 But women shall be preserved through the bearing of children if they continue in faith and love and sanctity with self-restraint. 

SUBMISSION:  Eph. 5:22; Col.3:18; 1 Tim.2:11-15; 1 Pet.3:1.

1.  The wife is to be submissive to the husband in all things.



a.  Yielding to;  Subjecting oneself.



b.  Implies a responsive obedience.

Eph 5:22 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 24 But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything.

Col 3:18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.

1 Tim 2:11 Let a woman quietly receive instruction with entire submissiveness. 12 But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet. 13 For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve. 14 And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman being quite deceived, fell into transgression. 15 But women shall be preserved through the bearing of children if they continue in faith and love and sanctity with self-restraint. 

1 Peter 3:1-5

3:1 In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, 2 as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior. 3 And let not your adornment be merely external —  braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses; 4 but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God. 5 For in this way in former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used to adorn themselves, being submissive to their own husbands.

APPEARANCE:  1 Pet.3:3; 1 Tim.2:9, Pr 31:10-31.
1.  THE WIFE IS TO GLORIFY HER HUSBAND AND THE LORD .



a.  Dress modestly, decently with propriety (proper, appropriate)



b.  The unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit.



c.  Emphasize the inside not the outside.

 1 Tim 2:9-15

9 Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, modestly and discreetly, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments; 10 but rather by means of good works, as befits women making a claim to godliness.
1 Pet:3:3 And let not your adornment be merely external —  braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses; 4 but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.
THE QUALITY AND MODEL OF A GODLY WOMAN – WIFE - MOTHER

Prov 31:10-31

10 An excellent wife, who can find?For her worth is far above jewels. 11 The heart of her husband trusts in her,And he will have no lack of gain. 12 She does him good and not evil All the days of her life. 13 She looks for wool and flax,And works with her hands in delight. 14 She is like merchant ships;She brings her food from afar. 15 She rises also while it is still night,And gives food to her household,And portions to her maidens. 16 She considers a field and buys it;From her earnings she plants a vineyard. 17 She girds herself with strength,And makes her arms strong. 18 She senses that her gain is good;Her lamp does not go out at night. 19 She stretches out her hands to the distaff,And her hands grasp the spindle. 20 She extends her hand to the poor;And she stretches out her hands to the needy. 21 She is not afraid of the snow for her household,For all her household are clothed with scarlet. 22 She makes coverings for herself;Her clothing is fine linen and purple. 23 Her husband is known in the gates,When he sits among the elders of the land. 24 She makes linen garments and sells them,And supplies belts to the tradesmen. 25 Strength and dignity are her clothing,And she smiles at the future. 26 She opens her mouth in wisdom,And the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. 27 She looks well to the ways of her household,And does not eat the bread of idleness. 28 Her children rise up and bless her;Her husband also, and he praises her, saying: 29 "Many daughters have done nobly,But you excel them all." 30 Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain,But a woman who fears the LORD, she shall be praised. 31 Give her the product of her hands,And let her works praise her in the gates. 

